45 Fort Hill Road

Town of Groton, Connecticut Groton, CT 06340.4394
Town Clerk 860-441-6640
Town Manager

Meeting Minutes - Draft 860-441-6630
Town Council Committee of the Whole

Mayor James L. Streeter, Councilors Bruce S. Flax, Bill Johnson, Catherine Kolnaski, Deborah B.
Monteiro, Frank O'Beirne, Jr., Deborah L. Peruzzotti, Paulann H. Sheets, and Harry A. Watson

Tuesday, April 13, 2010 6:00 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 1

SPECIAL MEETING

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Streeter called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL
Members Present: Mayor Streeter, Councilor Flax, Councilor Johnson, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor
Monteiro, Councilor Sheets and Councilor Watson
Members Absent: Councilor O'Beirne, Jr. and Councilor Peruzzotti
Also present were Town Manager Mark Oefinger and Executive Assistant Nicki Bresnyan.

3. Calendar and Communications
None.

4. Approval of Minutes

2010-0080 Approval of Minutes (Committee of the Whole)

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Town Council Committee of the Whole meeting of March 23,
2010 are hereby accepted and approved.
A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Kolnaski, to adopt.
The motion carried unanimously

5. NEW BUSINESS

2010-0021 Labor Negotiations (2010 Standing Referral)
A motion was made by Mayor Streeter, seconded by Councilor Watson, that the members of the Town
Council, together with Town Manager Mark Oefinger, Director of Administrative Services Doug
Ackerman, Manager of Labor Relations Joyce Sauchuk, Town Attorney Eileen Duggan, and Police
Chief Kelly Fogg (for the police union) go into executive session at 6:07 p.m. for the purpose of
discussing strategy and/or negotiations with respect to current and pending collective bargaining with
multiple bargaining units. This action is taken without prejudice to the Council's right to discuss these
matters in a private meeting pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §1-200(2).
The motion carried unanimously
Discussed
The executive session concluded at 7:07 p.m.
A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, to approve the agreement
with AFCSME Local 818 of Council #4 Bargaining Unit and the funds necessary to implement that
agreement by a majority vote of the Council.
The motion carried by the following vote:
Votes: In Favor: 6 - Mayor Streeter, Councilor Flax, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor Monteiro, Councilor Sheets and

Councilor Watson
Opposed: 1 - Councilor Johnson

A motion was made by Councilor Monteiro, seconded by Councilor Flax, that the Town Council hereby
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authorizes expenditure of up to $20,000 from the Police Auction Fund for the purpose of reimbursing a
twenty-five year veteran of the Police Department who is currently facing a life threatening illness for
out of pocket expenses incurred and to be incurred related to the provision of medical care.
Reimbursement is contingent upon review of documentation supporting the expenses and approval of
the same by the Town Manager, as well as the agreement of the Police Union to allow this
extra-contractual benefit,

The motion carried unanimously

Revised Position Descriptions (2010 Standing Referral)

Discussed

Chief Kelly Fogg reviewed a proposed job description and title change for Animal Control Officer
- Part Time to Assistant Animal Control Officer - Part Time. He also reviewed a new job
description for Kennel Hand. This would be a part time position to assist the Animal Control
Officer at the new Animal Control Facility.

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, to Recommend for
Resolution approval of the job description for Assistant Animal Control Office - Part-time.

The motion carried unanimously

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, to Recommend for
Resolution approval of the job description for Kennel Hand.

The motion carried unanimously

FYE 2010 Fourth Quarter Transfers

Discussed

Director of Finance Sal Pandolfo explained that $350,000 was set aside in Contingency for
unexpected items that may come up in FYE 2010. Funds are then transferred from Contingency to
functions that are over their appropriations. Transfers totaling 247,725 are being requested for
legal services, retiree payments, road salt, and utility costs for vacant school buildings, leaving a
balance of $102,275 that will be returned to fund balance. Discussion followed on the need for
the transfer for vacant school maintenance costs.

A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Monteiro, that this matter be
Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

March 2010 Storm After Action Report

Discussed

Director of Public Works Gary Schneider and Director of Emergency Operations Joe Sastre were
present to address the Council. Mr. Schneider distributed photographs documenting the damage
to the Town's road system from the March 30th rain event. Damage was caused by the
overtopping of streams and brooks with some damage to structures. Specific areas damaged
include River Road ($500,000 to $600,000 estimated for repairs); Route 27 (needs to be reviewed
by a structural engineer); Packer Road; Cold Spring Road; Pumpkin Hill Road (currently open);
and Gungywamp Road (recently reopened). Additionally, the boilers at Noank School were
damaged. There was no flooding in Town buildings. The transfer station was open for extended
hours and fees waived for about a week. At the Water Pollution Control Facility, 10%" of rain
were recorded. With the Town's storm sewer system flooded, the WPCF was bypassed. In
addition, millions of black plastic pieces were released on site and into waterways because of a
failure of screens. The Town was not notified and had no involvement with the incidents on
Thames Street.

Joe Sastre noted that FEMA recently conducted its assessment of the area and damage was very
severe in a number of "pockets" around town. Governor Rell has applied for a disaster
declaration from President Obama. Information will be forwarded to affected parties when it is
available. Mr. Sastre showed the Council a map of the areas where damage occurred and
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highlighted some of the damage he has seen. Discussion followed on available state aid
programs.

High School Water Infiltration Issues

Discussed

Director of Public Works Gary Schneider stated there is one issue remaining at the high school.
The Town has been dealing with leaking windows and thought that only one window remained to
be repaired. However, during the last storm, and additional 20 to 30 units developed leaks. The
high school is the only school where there are problems. Mr. Schneider reviewed the efforts to
date to identify and correct the problems, but it is still unknown what is affecting the window
System. Mr. Schneider is recommending a third party review of the problem.

Thames Street Rehabilitation Study

Discussed

Councilors received copies of the information provided by Mayor Popp. The town Manager
characterized the information as helpful, but not conclusive. Councilors also reviewed a copy of a
proposal submitted to the City by Milone & MacBroom for design services for the retaining walls
that were damaged during the March 30th storm. The Town Manager indicated that this issue can
be discussed further at Thursday's budget meeting with the City.

Port Security Grant

Discussed

The Town Manager explained that the Town Council previously authorized submission of a 2010
Port Security Grant. The Town was then encouraged by apply for 2009 funds that remain. Due to
time constraints, the application was made prior to Town Council authorization. The application
is exactly the same as the 2010 application.

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Flax, to Recommend for Resolution
submission of an application for the 2009 Port Secuirty Grant.
The motion carried unanimously

Fair Housing Action Plan for 2010

Discussed

The Town Manager explained that the Town must reaffirm its equal housing opportunity plan to
continue with the Community Development program. An updated plan has been prepared and
distributed for review.

A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Sheets, that this matter be
Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously
Land Acquisition - Merritt Property

Discussed and Recommended no action taken

This item was brought to the Council some time ago by Director of Parks and Recreation John
Silsby. The Council asked that it be referred to the Conservation Commission and a response has
been received. The Commission does not recommend that this parcel be pursued. However, the
Conservation Commission did recommend that the Council consider purchasing the Spicer
property on Thomas Road. The consensus of the Council was not to pursue purchasing the
Merritt property based on the Conservation Commission's recommendation.

Discussion followed on the positive features of the Spicer parcel and pursuing a grant for
acquisition.

A motion was made by Councilor Sheets, seconded by Councilor Kolnaski, to request the Town
Manager make a presentation at a special meeting as soon as possible so that the Town Council can
authorize a grant application for acquisition of the Spicer property.
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Discussion followed on potential costs associated with the Spicer property, which are unknown at this
time.

The motion carried unanimously

Claude Chester School Parking Lot Reauthorization

Discussed

A Capital Improvement Project for the Claude Chester School Parking lot was previously
approved, but the final design work was never completed. Remaining funds are set to expire and
must be reauthorized so they are not lost.

A motion was made by Councilor Watson, seconded by Councilor Kolnaski, that this matter be
Recommended for a Resolution.

The motion carried unanimously

Groton Open Space Association (GOSA) Request for Endorsement of Hazelnut Hill Land
Purchase

Discussed

A number of Town Councilors expressed an interest in walking the subject property on Hazelnut
Hill Road. Councilor Monteiro asked the purchase price of the property and Joan Smith,
president of GOSA, stated $878,000. The taxes on the property are unknown, but it is not under a
farm and forest exemption according to Ms. Smith. No Town funding is being requested: only
endorsement of GOSA's grant application. Councilor Monteiro asked if GOSA has had a chance
to inspect the property and what restrictions are anticipated. Ms. Smith stated that GOSA has
studied the property for over two years. At this time, GOSA has decided it will allow bicycling on
the old farm road. Dogs are under consideration and GOSA reserves the right to decide at a later
date. Horses are problematic from a liability standpoint and GOSA reserves the right to decide
later, but allowing horses is unlikely.

Ms. Smith noted the previous approval for a 33 lot residential subdivision. The developer
determined that the project was not cost effective. Ms. Smith suggested that any future
development would have to be high density to be cost effective and the property is better preserved
as open space. Councilor Watson questioned statements made in the environmental assessment.
Discussion followed on the dog waste issue and Ms. Smith reviewed a pilot program to allow dogs
being conducted by GOSA.

Discussion followed on whether or not GOSA's application would compete with the Town's
application for the Spicer property.

A site walk was scheduled for Monday, April 19th at 5:00 p.m.

School Improvement Project - Phase I1

Discussed

The Town Manager noted that the Phase Il report was previously distributed. The transmittal
memo from Chairman John Scott was included in Councilors' packets The consensus of the

Council was to meeting with the School Design Committee and Board of Education on a regular
meeting night for a presentation.

6. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Flax, to adjourn the meeting at
9:18p.m.

The motion carried unanimously.
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