
MINUTES 
TOWN OF GROTON 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
JULY 6, 2010 - 7:00 P.M. 

GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

Members Present:  Nado, Sarasin, Mitchell, Cole, Vaughn (7:16 p.m.) 
Alternates Present: None 
Staff:  Quinn, Galetta 
 

Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Cole read the Call of 
the Hearing. 

 
I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
HDC 10-30 – 219 Library Street; Scott & Cheryl Beaulieu, owners/applicants; 
Modifications to previously approved plan. PIN #261917100552 – Continued 
 
Staff stated that the applicants have submitted a letter withdrawing their application. 
 
 Chairman Nado closed the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. 
 
HDC 10-34 – 29 Gravel Street; Sultan & Ann Ahamed, owners/applicants; Shed. PIN 
#261918423126 
 
No one was present to present the application. 
 
HDC 10-35 – 42 Clift Street; Kristin Vaughn-Glasfeld & Michael Glasfeld, owners; 
Kristin Vaughn, applicant; Ridge vent and fence. PIN #261918329126 
 
Kristin Vaughn requested a continuance of the public hearing. 
 
HDC 10-36 – 59 Pearl Street; Joanne Carnevale, owner; Robert Carnevale, applicant; 
Air conditioning compressor. PIN #261914433119 
 
Robert Carnevale, owner of 59 Pearl Street, presented to the Commission regarding an 
additional externally placed air conditioning compressor. Mr. Carnevale’s original 
HDC application for renovations requested a single compressor. Subsequently, he was 
told by his contractor that he will need an additional compressor. He is appearing to 
request the placement of an additional compressor. The second compressor will be 
located in the same place as the existing compressor. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 

• Photographs 
• Air compressor specifications 

 
 Chairman Nado asked for comments in favor or against and there were none. 
The public hearing closed at 7:11 p.m. 
 
II. DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
HDC 10-30 – 219 Library Street 
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Application withdrawn therefore no action is required. 
 
HDC 10-34 – 29 Gravel Street 
 
MOTION:  To continue the hearing to the next regularly scheduled public hearing. 
 
Motion made by Sarasin, seconded by Mitchell, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 10-35 – 42 Clift Street 
 
MOTION:  To continue the hearing to the next regularly scheduled public hearing. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, 4 in favor, 1 abstention (Vaughn). 
 
HDC 10-36 – 59 Pearl Street 
 
MOTION:  To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted unanimously. Issued Certificate 
of Appropriateness #1757. 
 
III. PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
Bill Cotter of Docko, Inc. appeared before the Commission on behalf of Mystic Art 
Center located at 9 Water Street. There is a problem along the stone wall on the river 
where a lot of washouts are occurring behind the wall. The solution that Docko, Inc. 
has come up with is to excavate behind the wall and put filter fabric behind the entire 
length of wall. This will allow water through but not sediment. The repair to the wall 
will disrupt the public walkway. An application has submitted to the Planning 
Commission to try to reestablish the public access path. The current path runs along the 
shoreline of the Mystic River down to the train trestle. The Art Association is 
concerned about public safety should a rock dislodge from the wall and a pedestrian fall 
into the water. They would like to create a landscape path and install a fence. The fence 
would not be a “security” fence. They are proposing a 42’ high fence along the length 
of the path. The applicant is looking for guidance from HDC with regard to what type 
of fence would be appropriate. The Commission questioned whether there have been 
any previous issues with regard to public safety. Additionally, the Commission is 
concerned that a fence can be viewed as a barrier to the water even though it is not 
intended to be a security fence. The State has mandated that public coastal access be 
maintained. A fence is not required however. The Commission views the landscaping 
improvements as appropriate and desirable but they do not advocate the installation of a 
fence which may act as a public barrier. The Commission does not rule on landscaping. 
 
William Cannon, owner of 50 West Mystic Avenue, appeared before the Commission 
to determine whether a COA is required to add a window to the rear of his house. He 
would like to replace the existing window with a bay window. He feels that the window 
is in the rear and is a distant view from the District. The Commission concluded that 
the window may be seen from the district and therefore will require an application. The 
Commission discussed the appropriateness of the window to the structure and requested 
details for the public hearing. 
 
Jeffrey and Susan Blevens, owners of 17 Ashby Street, appeared before the 
Commission to propose the addition of a three car garage in the rear of their property. 
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They presented their ideas for a 24 x 36, one and one-half story structure. They are 
looking for feedback from the Commission as to appropriateness and preference. They 
would like to construct a gable roofed structure to look like an old red barn. Staff stated 
that set backs will be determined by the height of the structure. They would use board 
and batten rather than clapboard for the exterior. The Commission agreed that 
clapboard would be too formal for an outbuilding. The Commission requested plans and 
drawings for the public hearing. There is an existing shed which they plan to keep and 
fix up. If the shed will be repaired like for like then an application will not be required. 
 
Denise Wakim, owner of 27 High Street, appeared before the Commission along with 
Bob Mercer of Mercer & Bertsche. The applicant is proposing a two-car garage. The 
garage will be separate and connected to the main house by a walk through. The 
existing house will be resided with clapboard and the plan is to use vertical board on the 
addition and the connector. The garage will need to be elevated because of a grade 
change on High Street. They are consulting with Brian Kent to determine how to retain 
the earth on the sides. A possibility is to use terracing. The need to place the garage as 
proposed and use a connector is to give the applicant access an elevator to enter the 
main house. The Commission felt that the structure was very large for the square 
footage of the property. They also had concerns that the garage with the connector was 
too contemporary looking and that the house would loose the essence of its read as a 
historic structure. Additionally, the size of the garage makes it very dominant next to 
the house so that it is not secondary to the main structure. The feeling is that it is 
competing with the main structure. The connector also makes the structure read as one 
mass. The two doors make it read as a two-car garage more than an outbuilding. 
 
Commission Member Charles Nado, owner of 380 High Street, appeared before the 
Commission regarding installing two fences on his property. One would be 
approximately 16’ a gate in the middle and the second would be approximately 17’ with 
a gate. He is proposing a cedar picket fence. The height of each fence will be 3’. 
 
IV. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS 
 
V. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF June 15, 2010 

 
MOTION:  To approve the minutes of June 15, 2010 
 
Motion made by Mitchell, seconded by Vaughn, so voted unanimously.  
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Staff stated that the Town is still waiting on a decision from the Judge in the Rod 
Desmarais case regarding property at 81 High Street. The town attorney feels that the 
judge is being very methodical and reviewing case law before rendering a decision. 
This case could be precedent setting and could go on appeal to the Connecticut Supreme 
Court. 
 
The Commission requested the status of the skylights at 39 Pearl Street. Staff stated that 
the Town Attorney is in the process of drafting a demand letter to send. 
 
The Commission requested the status of the bulkhead covering a stairway at 1 Pearl 
Street. Staff will look into the matter. 
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VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
There are grant monies from the State for barns and outbuildings in Historic Districts. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:51 p.m. made by Mitchell, seconded by Cole, so voted 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
Historic District Commission 
 
Prepared by Lynda C. Galetta, Office Assistant II 
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