
TOWN OF GROTON 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

MARCH 21, 2006 - 7:00 P.M. 
GROTON TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 

 
Members Present:  C. Nado and D. Seager  
Alternates Present: R. Boardman, D. Madden 
Staff:  K. Quinn, S. Discordia  
 
Chairman Nado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Seager read the Call of the Hearing as it 
appeared in The Day.  
 
Chairman Nado appointed Madden and Boardman as voting members. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
HDC 06-11 – 33 West Mystic Avenue; Donna Gorman, owner/applicant; new windows. PIN 
261805283308 - CONTINUED 
 
Ms. Gorman presented pictures to the Commission. She would like to install double hung 
replacement windows with muntins. She would like to install muntins on all the windows of the 
house. The windows on the front and sides of the house will have glued on muntins and the 
windows on the back of the house will have muntins in between the panes. Ms. Gorman 
questioned having glued on muntins versus between the panes of glass. She stated it was easier 
maintenance and more cost effective. The Commission stated that muntins placed on the exterior 
of the glass break up the reflection and is historically appropriate.  
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 5 pictures 
• 3 material sheets 
 
HDC 06-13 – 3A Pearl Street; Jessica Berman, owner/applicant; new sign. PIN 261918317086 
 
Ms. Berman showed the Commission pictures of the proposed sign for her new store. The 
pictures showed the color and dimensions. The Commission thought it was a very handsome sign 
and saw no problem with the replacement. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 2 pictures 
 
HDC 06-14 – 2 Starr Street; Richard & Natalie Mully, owner; T.J. Nelson, applicant; move A/C 
units. PIN 261914433653 
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Mr. Nelson showed the Commission his plans to move the A/C units from beside the house to 
behind the garage to cut down on the noise. The Commission didn’t have a problem with it and 
discussion ensued on regulations for enclosing gas tanks. Seager suggested that the owner think 
about putting up a fence on one side of the gas tank to hide it from view. 
 
Chairman Nado asked for public comments and there were none. 
 
The following exhibits were presented: 
 
• 3 pictures 
• 4 plot plans 
 
Chairman Nado closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION ON ITEMS OF PUBLIC HEARING  
 
HDC 06-11 – 33 West Mystic Avenue 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Boardman, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 06-13 – 3A Pearl Street 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted.  
 
Motion made by Madden, seconded by Seager, so voted unanimously. 
 
HDC 06-14 – 2 Starr Street 
 
MOTION: To grant a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted. 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Boardman, so voted unanimously. 
 
PRE-APPLICATION HEARINGS 
 
John Graves, of 360 High Street presented to the Commission. He wants to replace the pipe 
fence with a 3 foot picket. Mr. Graves stated that one of the windows was moved 9 inches over 
because of a partition wall and he would like to install a small window for the bathroom now. 
The Commission was upset that the symmetry of the building was now off. The Commission 
suggested Mr. Graves talk to his architect and rectify the matter. Mr. Graves would also like to 
install a 12 x 24 foot deck off the back of the house. He showed the Commission a picture of 
what the railings would look like on the deck. 
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The Commission asked for more detailed pictures and dimensions of the proposed deck at the 
next meeting. The Commission thought that the picket fence would be an appropriate 
replacement to the pipe fence. 
 
Dorothy Singleton of 171 High Street showed the Commission samples of the shingles she 
would like to replace on her roof. Ms. Singleton polled the Commission members on what colors 
they would prefer and they thought most of the colors were suitable and that Ms. Singleton 
should come to the public hearing with her final choice.  
 
Carol Silva of 27 West Mystic Avenue would like to replace the garage door to the garage. It 
would be a roll-up metal door. Seager stated that the door would be far back and at an angle from 
the road, therefore it may be suitable. Mr. Silva would like to add a chimney cap as well. He 
showed the Commission pictures. The Commission did not have a problem with either change. 
 
Tom Gannoe, of Gannoe Pools Inc., represented the owners of 100 Clift Street. The owners 
would like to put in an in-ground pool with fence. The dimensions of the pool are 14 x 28 feet. 
The Commission stated they do not regulate in-ground pools, but do have purview over the fence 
around it. Mr. Gannoe stated that the fence would be no more than 4 feet high.  
 
The Commission stated that Mr. Gannoe would need to devise some kind of enclosure for the 
heat pump and filter. Chairman Nado suggested maybe a cedar lattice that would be allowed to 
weather naturally. The Commission would like to see pictures of the fence he would install. 
Chairman Nado suggested using natural materials for the fence as well. 
 
Peter Springsteel represented the owners of 83 Library Street. The owner would like to change 
the front of the garage. The windows offset in the front of the house as the house steps up from 
the garage. Mr. Springsteel showed drawings of the house without shutters. The Commission 
liked the look of no shutters with flower boxes.  
 
Annice Estes of 7 Water Street showed pictures of the building she is proposing changing. She 
would like to lease this building and use it as a restaurant. They need to put ductwork back into 
the building. The previous restaurant owner took out the hood and exhaust. The duct has to be 
18” from the house and go up past the gutter. The duct itself is 16” square. Seager stated that this 
work would be pretty damaging to the look of the building. Staff stated that code dictates that 
there be a hood and it must go up to the roof for ventilation. Chairman Nado and Seager stated 
they would vote against it. Ms. Estes stated if that is the case what if she could convince the 
owner to bring the ductwork up through the middle of the building. The Commission responded 
they would only rule on the flue or chimney above the roof line, not on the changes inside the 
building. 
 
Ray Valentini and Karl Acimovic of Groton Utilities presented to the Commission. They want to 
put up a border pump station on the corner of Candlewood Road and Route 117. This property is 
owned by the City of Groton. They went through the pictures of the site with the Commission.  
Mr. Valentini stated that they need a one story building to house the pumps and generators. 
Seager stated that the building should look like a utility building and not use the same materials 
as you would for a house. The Commission discussed making this building look more like a barn 
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or carriage shed. They also suggested using cedar, board and batten that would weather and 
blend in with the landscape. 
 
The Commission explained that a driveway over 11 feet wide falls under their purview as well. 
They discussed using processed stone instead of blacktop for the driveway.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Staff handed out a pamphlet for the Old House Fair for the Manchester Historical Society on 
April 22, 2006 and the CT Trust for Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony on April 5, 2006. 
 
MINUTES 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of March 7, 2006 
 
Motion made by Seager, seconded by Madden, so voted unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Chairman Nado stated that on High Street the chimney they approved has two stainless steel 
pipes sticking out that weren’t approved. Staff will notify the owner that it doesn’t represent 
what was approved.  
 
NEW BUSINESS - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. made by Boardman, seconded by Madden, so voted unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________ 
Elaine Cole, Secretary 
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