
INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
APRIL 12, 2006 - 7:30 P.M. 

TOWN HALL ANNEX - COMMUNITY ROOM 2 
 
 

I. ROLL CALL 
 

Agency: Scott, Sutphen, Keeler, and Block (7:37 p.m.) 
Alternates Ashworth and Furlong 

Staff:  Jones, Discordia 
 
Chairman Scott appointed Furlong and Ashworth as voting members. 
 

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Town of Groton application to amend Section 18 of the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourse Regulations. 

 
Keeler read the call as it appeared in The Day. 

 
Staff read over the proposed application fees. She noted that the current fees do not cover 
the costs of processing applications. Staff stated that the Complex Application Fee would 
allow the Town to hire outside experts. This amendment was referred to the Conservation 
and Planning Commission and staff read into the record that they both strongly support 
this amendment. 
 
Chairman Scott asked the public for comments. 
 
Edith Fairgrieve, of 8 Roland Street and a member of the Board of Directors for Groton 
Open Space Association, stated that GOSA is pleased to support these changes. She 
stated that the current fees are inadequate to support actual costs. Ms. Fairgrieve stated 
that GOSA also supports the Complex Application Fee. She submitted a letter for the 
record. 
 
Scott asked if there was anyone else who wished to speak there was none. 
 
MOTION: To close the public hearing for the Town of Groton application to amend 

Section 18 of the Inland Wetland and Watercourse Regulations. 
 
Motion made by Ashworth, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS
 
 None 
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IV. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF March 22, 2006 and March 27, 2006 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes of March 22, 2006 and March 27, 2006 
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 

V. NEW APPLICATIONS 
 
1. Receipt of New Applications - None 
 

VI. PENDING APPLICATIONS 
 

1. Knowles Property, 0 Gold Star Highway 
 
Staff stated that the plans have been revised. There was a site walk on March 27th. There 
will be an on site well and septic system for a single family house on approximately 27 
acres. An existing pipe under the driveway will be replaced. 
 
MOTION: To approve the Knowles Property application for the following reasons: 
 

 1. There is no loss of wetlands or watercourse associated with this project. 
 

2. The area proposed for development has been previously disturbed and the 
development presents very little erosion potential 

 
This permit is subject to the four standard conditions.  

 
 Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. 
 

3. Retail Development, 529, 553, and 571 Gold Star Highway 
 
Guy Hesketh, licensed professional engineer with F.A. Hesketh & Associates, submitted 
plans to the Agency for their review. He stated the site is on the corner of Antonino Road 
and Gold Star Highway. He stated the application involves a referral for a resubdivision 
for the Planning Commission. They are also asking for a permit to conduct regulated 
activities. The resubdivision will result in a total of 6 commercial parcels. The site is 37.8 
acres. Mr. Hesketh reviewed the regulated activities which includes installation of a 5 
foot wide concrete sidewalk and stormwater discharge. The large commercial lot will be 
developed as part of this application and the other smaller lots will be graded for future 
development. He noted that staff had concerns with other areas that may be wetlands. Mr. 
Hesketh stated that their soil scientist investigated the areas and those that were found to 
be wetlands have been added to the plan. 
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Thomas Pietras, a soil scientist discussed the wetland areas with the Agency. The easterly 
wetland areas are isolated and there are no watercourses associated with them. There is a 
detention basin off of Antonino Road that has been identified as wetlands. 
 
Mr. Hesketh went over stormwater management with the Agency. There is a natural 
drainage divide through the middle of the site and water flows either to the west wetland 
or the east wetland. Stormwater on the west side of the site flows through an existing 
pond system and through a series of culverts to Beaver Dam Brook and then to 
Hempstead Brook. Water from the east side of the site, which includes the large 
commercial development and the smaller commercial lots near Route 184, will flow to a 
new stormwater basin to a new discharge in front of the Sojourner Inn. From there, water 
travels to Hempstead Brook. A small portion of the large commercial site will drain to 
the south, keeping the water in the same watershed. Stormwater runoff from the roof will 
be stored in underground chambers prior to discharge. The water is metered out overtime 
to simulate natural conditions. For a more intense storm the chambers will fill up and 
overflow. There will be required maintenance every few years to remove sediment. Mr. 
Hesketh went over the damage analysis table.  
 
Mr. Hesketh submitted responses to staff comments and revised plans for the file.  
 
Mr. Hesketh reviewed the changes on the plans. The detention basin has been enlarged. 
He noted that it will be a wet bottom basin. He stated that cross sections for the 
underground units and a detail of the trap hoods have been added to the plan. They have 
modified the level spreaders as the request of Groton Utilities. Mr. Hesketh stated that 
permits will be obtained from the State Department of Environmental Protection for 
stormwater and post construction management practices. The Department of 
Environmental Protection requires these permits for any commercial development over 5 
acres.  
 
Mr. Hesketh stated that there are no direct impacts to the wetlands.  
 
Chairman Scott asked about the pocket wetland just south of the Sojourner Inn. Mr. 
Pietras stated that there is a lot of bedrock in the area. The soils in that area are silty and 
the water in that one area is rising up seasonally. Chairman Scott asked what effect the 
wall will have on that. Mr. Pietras stated that the drainage begins southwest so the swale 
and the wetland won’t be affected.  
 
Chairman Scott stated that the Town had a large fire in the past at a hardware store that 
caused significant pollution. He would like to know who the tenants would be and if the 
store would have a sprinkler system. Mr. Hesketh stated that this is a retail store and it 
will have a sprinkler system. Chairman Scott asked staff if this was in a water protection 
district and staff stated yes.  
 
Ashworth asked if commercial buildings on the outlying pads would be built as part of 
this project. Mr. Hesketh stated that the lots will be rough graded for future development. 
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Ashworth asked if the drainage calculations included the potential buildings and Mr. 
Hesketh stated yes.  
 
Furlong asked what type of roofing material would be used on a building this large. Mr. 
Hesketh stated the roofing material is a single ply membrane material. There is no asphalt 
roofing material proposed.  
 
MOTION:  To classify the property at 529, 553, and 571 Gold Star Highway as a minor 

application. 
 
Motion made by Keeler, seconded by Ashworth, so voted unanimously. 
 
Staff stated that this project needs both subdivision and site plan approvals. Staff 
reminded the Agency that they would also be making a report to the Planning 
Commission regarding the subdivision application. She stated that both she and staff 
from Groton Utilities Water Department are concerned with stormwater management and 
monitoring. There are four additional lots that will be prepped as part of this site plan. 
She stated that as retail establishments move into these lots any changes in regulated 
activities will come before the Agency again.  
 
Staff noted that there are conflicting best management practices that could be used for 
this type of development. Some studies recommend infiltrating all stormwater to the 
ground. This could provide a direct conduit to the groundwater should a hazardous 
material spill. She is working with Groton Utilities to develop a stormwater management 
plan that will provide containment for spills and treatment to enhance water quality. 
 
Furlong asked if the driveway going around the back of the main building would have 
curbs. Mr. Heskwith stated it would be properly curbed. 
 
4. Spears Property, 562 Long Hill Road 

 
Scott Deledda with DiCesare Bentley Engineers presented the plan to the Agency. The 
site is approximately one acre in size. It is in the office/multi-family district. There is an 
intermittent watercourse running through the middle of the lot. There is a catch basin in 
the parking lot on the property to the north that is piped into the watercourse. There is an 
existing driveway that serves the residence now. They intend to widen the driveway and 
loop it around the office building and develop a paved parking lot for 10 spaces to the 
rear of the building. Six spaces will be paved and four will be gravel. The outbuildings 
are to remain on the site.  
 
Mr. Deledda explained the stormwater management system. He noted that the site is in 
the Long Hill drainage area. Water will be infiltrated to the ground. The site will be 
connected to the public sewer system if it is found to have an on-site septic system. 
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Staff reviewed the definition of an intermittent watercourse. She noted that a swale was 
shown on the plans for the two properties to the north, but the swale was not identified as 
an intermittent watercourse during their development. She believes that this is a swale 
impacted by stormwater discharge from upstream developments which has caused 
changes to the swale such that it now meets the criteria for an intermittent watercourse. 
 
Ashworth asked whether the septic system would be removed if the house is not 
connected to sewer. Mr. Deledda stated that it would be properly abandoned per the State 
health code requirements.  
 
Mr. Deledda handed out pictures of the drainage on the site to the Agency. 
 
Furlong asked if there was room to move the 2 parking spaces for the residence between 
the garage and the house. Mr. Deledda stated that there wasn’t enough room to do this.  

 
  MOTION: To classify the application as minor and to approve the Spears Office 

Building application for the following reasons: 
 

1. There are no wetlands or watercourses lost as a result of this project. 
 

2. The applicant has designed a drainage system that maximizes stormwater 
infiltration and minimizes discharge to the intermittent watercourse. 
 

3. All development within 50 feet of the intermittent watercourse will be 
pervious. 

 
This permit is subject to the four standard conditions.  
 
Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Keeler, so voted unanimously. 
 

5. Town of Groton Amendment 
 
MOTION: To approve the Inland Wetland Agency Regulation Amendment application 

for the following reasons: 
 

1. The Agency finds that the current fees do not cover the costs of required legal 
advertising and postage and that it is reasonable to raise the application fees to 
pay for these items. 
 

2. The Agency finds that it is appropriate to require an applicant to pay for an 
independent review of information submitted as part of a complex application 
in the event that town staff does not have the technical expertise to complete 
the review. 

 
This amendment shall become effective May 1, 2006 
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Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 1. Sahin Property, 95 Flanders Road 
 

Staff reviewed the order with the Agency. She stated that Mr. Sahin has complied with 
items one and two, but has not produced a plan as required by item three. Mr. Sahin 
stated that he doesn’t plan on building a house here for a few years and that he 
understands that he will have to produce a plan before obtaining a permit for the house 
and driveway improvements. He stated that the contractors are not finished yet. He stated 
that he contracted them to build a driveway and install a water line and move some 
boulders. The Agency stated that he would definitely need a permit and a plan for these 
activities.  
 
Staff noted that the existing order requires Mr. Sahin to produce a plan showing where 
the wetlands are located and how he plans on restoring the regulated area where the trees 
were cut down.  
 
Staff and the Agency stated that Mr. Sahin cannot conduct anymore activity on the site 
until he has produced a plan showing the wetlands and the regulated activities and 
submitted it to the Agency. 

 
 MOTION To close the hearing and modify the order to eliminate the requirement to 

produce a restoration plan and to add a new item 3 which states that no 
further activity shall take place on the property until a plan showing the 
wetlands, the regulated area, and all regulated activities is presented to the 
Wetland Agency. They also required that all machinery be moved off the 
site. 

 
 Motion made by Sutphen, seconded by Furlong, so voted unanimously. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 1. Report of Chair - None 

 
 2. Report of Staff - None 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:37 PM. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
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       David Scott 
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